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Statement by Hon'ble Mr. Bishnu Prasad Chaudhari,

Chairperson of the Tharu Commission of Nepal
at the 22" Session of the United Nations Permanent Forum of Indigenous Issues
New York, 17-28 April 2023
(To be delivered on 17 April 2023, 3:00-4:15 O'clock)

Agenda Item 5 (g): Thematic Dialogue (a) International Decade of Indigenous Languages
Time: 3 Minutes
Mr. Chair,

Language is not only a means of communication, but it is also a manifestation of the distinct
identity of communities. It also represents the social values, customs and beliefs of a

community.

The mother language is the most important source of knowledge, education and understanding
for every individual. Preserving the language is upholding the civilization in the form of

history, culture and heritage.

Though there are more than 7,000 known languages in the world, more than a quarter of
the current population does not have access to education in their native languages. A recent
data by the World Bank states that more than 4,000 of the world's languages are spoken by
the indigenous people. Unfortunately, more than half of those languages are at the risk of
becoming extinct by 2100.

Mr. Chair,

In Nepal. 19 languages are spoken by more than 100,000 people while 37 languages are




spoken by less than 1,000 people. Almost 30 languages need to be preserved immediately that

are on the verge of extinction.

The constitution and relevant laws of Nepal have made special provisions not only to use the
native languages for education and official business but also to preserve and promote them.
The Language Commission of Nepal, a constitutional body, is entrusted to preserve Nepal's
linguistic diversity.

The commission has recommended 11 languages to be used for official government works,
including Tharu language in two provinces, Lumbini and Far West.

In our efforts to provide indigenous children an opportunity to educate in their mother tongue
in early grades, we have completed developing textbooks in twenty-four different languages,

including Tharu language.
Mr. Chair,
The linguistic diversity is one of the richest assets of Nepali culture and nation as a whole.

We are working with UNESCO and other relevant United Nations entities for the protection,

promotion and development of this asset in Nepal.

Besides recording history and scripting, the scripture of the native indigenous languages,
we need to ensure the cross-generational transformation of the languages, both written and
spoken.

Nepal is committed to working with all to make the United Nations International Decade
of Indigenous Languages (2022-2032) as a productive period in terms of preserving and
expanding the native indigenous languages.

Thank you.
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